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From the Principal’s Desk

Revathi Chennabathni

Dear Parents and Well-wishers of Sathya Sai School of
Toronto – Canada,
Hope you all enjoyed watching your child(ren)’s
performances on December 15, 2021 and appreciated the
trilateral partnership that exists at our unique school. All
speeches from all staff members, parent representatives
and parent co-chair were heartfelt and inspirational. We
look forward to showcasing the triple partnership at the
forthcoming events during this school year.
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As you are aware, for four days in January, 2022, all classes
will be held online. Please remember to take all students’
belongings for online learning that will be needed from
January 4-7, 2022. Effective January 10, 2022, we hope and
pray In-person/Hybrid format will return to all students.
This decision will be guided by the Ministry of Health
guidelines. As it stands, there is a possibility of further
extension of Online teaching for Sathya Sai School family.
Therefore, it is imperative that all students have their online
learning material at their disposal if and when needed.

Leave of Absence ................................................17

When things return to in-person learning and in case of
inclement weather, outsourced school vehicles will not ply
and chances are the school will opt for online teaching
under such conditions. Your child(ren)’s class teacher will
notify you accordingly via telephone call or class blog. Note
that in case of siblings, only the oldest child(ren) will be
notified. In case of a “snow day”, all students and teachers
will have online teaching only for that day and it is not a
holiday.

Important Dates: January ...................................22

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Staff members, Building
Management Team, IT Team, Parent Council Team and
Parent Patrol Team wishing each and every one of you
Happy Holidays and a Safe New Year 2022. I look forward to
seeing you and your child(ren) in-person in the New Year.

Sincerely,
Revathi Chennabathni
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Upcoming Events
Winter Vacation: Dec 20-Jan 3
No School.

School reopens Online only: Jan 4-7
All students will be Online only.

In-Class/Online: Jan 10 (subject to change)
Restarting of both in-class & online learning.

Report Card Making Day: Jan 21
No school for students.

Dear Parents/Guardians,
New Covid guidelines may change the reopening
of school dates given above. You will be notified
by email of any updates.
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Year-End Class Performances
With only one or two weeks to prepare, teachers, students and volunteers put together enjoyable songs, dances, and
skits to showcase student talents for their class parents. Creativity and dedication fueled performances by classes JK,
SK, 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 that were live streamed on Wednesday, December 15, 2021. (Note that Classes 4, 5, and 8 will be
presenting a program in 2022.)
Opening Ceremonies were conducted by JK students. These were followed by Principal Dr. Revathi’s opening speech
and then the class performances – each introduced by their class teacher sharing words of appreciation for student
efforts and parental support.
Thanks go to JK teacher Ms. Debra Gabiana and ECE Ms. Dipika Pandit; SK teacher Ms. Ureta Ramjiawan and ECE Ms.
Jeyadevi Jeyaganesha; Grade 1 teacher Ms. Sherina Cassiere; Grade 2 teacher Ms. Chandni Gadhavi; Grade 3 teacher
Ms. Revathy Mohan, Grade 6 teacher Mr. Parthi Kandavel, Grade 7 teacher Mr. Sam Nankivell, French teacher Mr.
Christian Kpodjie; Yoga/Dance teacher Ms. Irina Spaley; Music teacher Mr. David Labrada More; In-school Supply
Teacher Mr. Liet Hau; and In-school Supply Teacher Ms. Ketaki Mavinkurve. The vote of thanks were given by Parent
Council Co-Chairs Mr. Manoj Panda and Ms. Sheila Khambhla.
Special thanks to the technical crew: photography by Mr. Dev Taneja; videography by Mr. Suresh Khanderia; video
editing and live streaming by Mr. Manish Rughani and assistant Mr. Jeremy Wong.

“On Our Way to Awesome” by Roger Emerson and John
Jacobson
“To a land, where kindness is king!
Where honour and love is everything.
Compassion and hope will rule the land
It will be so grand, come and take my hand.

Honesty! Loyalty!
We will heed the call!
We expect to show respect,
Being a friend to all.”
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Science Fair 2021
Students spent much time doing research and preparation to create their Science project presentations. The world
of nature was explored by young inquisitive minds, according to their field of interest.
Science projects stimulate the development of students’ critical thinking skills and research methods. Their
hypotheses and conclusions were displayed on attractively laid out boards, which included photos, data, graphs,
models, and organic or inorganic substances. Each student had the opportunity to enhance their communication
skills, as they presented their findings in class to their teacher and fellow students. In addition to the scientific
findings, students were required to add a Value Connection that linked their academic findings with human values.
All students in grades 1 to 8 are required to create a science project. The focus for Primary grades is on research
studies or building models to depict their topic. For the Junior and Intermediate grades, students either conducted
an experiment, following the steps of the scientific method, or did in-depth research on a topic of their choice.
Experiments included: asking a question, doing research, making a hypothesis, testing the hypothesis with an
experiment, analyzing the data, drawing a conclusion.
Over the years, science projects allow students to gradually become more proficient and comfortable with the
process of scientific inquiry, while they develop observational methods, data analysis, logic, writing, and public
speaking skills.
Congratulations go to all students from Grades 1 to 8 for the time, effort, and good work put into their projects.
Everyone gained good experience that will carry forward year to year, to help grow their understanding of the
scientific method. Teachers grade their students’ work as part of their Science curriculum marks.
This year, teachers selected the top three student projects, which received Finalist Certificates, and were put on
display in the Science Lab. Students from all grades had an opportunity to view the projects and get inspired by these
students’ work.
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Science Fair Finalists
Grade 4
Arya Kapadia – Keep It Cool
Praneeth Vinothan – What happens when the number of
pulleys increases
Ashwin Kai Loon Mach – Soil Erosion

Grade 5
Anushka Malavade – The new tradition, healthy nutrition
Khush Patel – How does a crossbow work
Aaran Neethan – The effects of smoking

Grade 6
Vaiga Palayadan – Producing Electricity: Which is the
best way to produce electricity?
Syon Harilall – How do astronauts breathe in space
Divya Gyan Taneja – Invisible Energy

Grade 7
Darren George Lijo – How dams work
Amrethaa Sivakanthan – What is your colour made of
Menon Lojan – How can plants top erosion?
Aarav Singh – Baking soda powered rocket

Grade 8
Deeksha Tandon – Mold on Hold
Vardaan Desai – Lift a Load with Hydraulic / Pneumatic
Vineysh Neethan – How do video games affect heart
rate and blood pressure
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Producing Electricity: Which is the best way
to produce electricity?
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Child Sponsorship – Rachana Moeun
Rachana Moeun is Sathya Sai School’s fourth sponsored child, under Plan International Canada Inc. Rachana lives in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia and is now 6 years old. She attends primary school and enjoys local language. She has been
healthy and has not suffered from any serious illness. We have learned that there have been no changes in her family
situation, which continues to need support.
Communities in the area where Rachana lives benefitted from the following projects sponsored by Plan
International:
•
•
•

Repair or improvement of a water well.
Activities to raise awareness on hygiene, sanitation and the use of water.
Activities that promote protection of children from abuse, exploitation and neglect.

Pictures below are of Rachana and Rachana with grandmother Chheang.
Previous children sponsored by Sathya Sai School have been:
Murni Legowati from Indonesia, Fama Seye from Senegal, and Tahira from Pakistan.
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Covid & Kodak Moment with Prime Minister Trudeau
Principal Dr. Revathi has been encouraging students in classes SK to Grade 6 to get their Covid vaccinations, now
that they are available in Toronto, and many have complied.
One of our Sathya Sai School Grade 4 students attended a vaccination clinic last week. When she reached there, the
children were told there was a surprise for them. The surprise turned out to be The Right Honourable Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau!
Before the vaccinations began, the Prime Minister came over to our Grade 4 student and asked her how she felt and
she replied that she was scared. Then following the vaccinations, while students were waiting to ensure there were
no serious reactions, the Prime Minister again came to our student and asked how she was feeling and she replied
that she was feeling nervous. A lovely photo was taken by her mother and is printed here.
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NEW

Sathya Sai School Student Council

Elections were held at Sathya Sai School on December 3, 2021 for the new Student Council. Three executive positions
were designated, to be chosen from amongst the Grade 8 students: President, Secretary, and Peer Mediator.
Shadow representatives for these same positions were also voted for from amongst the Grade 7 students. Here are
the new Student Council Members, presented in their own words:

Student Council President

Shadow President

"My name is Aryan [Gupta], and I am a
determined hard worker. My goal for the
future is to make sure that everyone has an
equal chance to share their talents and be
heard. Along with my fellow Council
members, we will strive to make this
possible."

“Hi, I am Ananya [Mishra] the shadow
Shadow Secretary
president. I will do my best to learn my given
role, so that next year, I'll be the best student
president
I could be.
Thank
you, Sathya Sai
Shadow
Peer
Mediator
School, for a wonderful year!”

Shadow Secretary

“I am Shahan Ratnam, the student council
grade 8 secretary. I am a responsible and
organized student. I will do everything in my
power to help this school fulfill all its needs.”

“Hi I am Rishi [Gobinath] the shadow
secretary. I am grateful for this position and I
hope to fulfill it by the right means. I hope I
can be a great shadow secretary to Sathya Sai
School. My goal is to make Sathya Sai the
best it can be.”

Student Council Peer Mediator

Shadow Peer Mediator

Student Council Secretary

“Hello! I am Prasad [Lad]. I am the Peer
Mediator in our school student council. My
goal is not to complete every promise, not to
pick out every little mistake, and to take sides
when dealing with certain circumstances. My
goal is to bring value to everyone, and to
handle difficult problems along with my
peers to make all the teachers, staff, and
students happy. I want everyone to have the
most pleasant experience in our school!”

“My name is Dahlia Muralitharan and I would
like to provide my services to Sathya Sai
School as being part of the Student Council.
My role in the Student Council would be the
shadow peer mediator. If any student has
any troubles with others, they may proceed
to me or their teacher. It would be a pleasure
to interact with the students at Sathya Sai
School.”

Student Council members will take leadership roles to organize and delegate students in other classes when
necessary, to carry out tasks such as monitoring in the hallways and assisting with club and sports activities.
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Appreciation Luncheon

Leave of Absence

The school’s Board of Directors provided an
appreciation luncheon for all Staff members on
Monday, December, 13, 2021. Delicious food, gifts and
a beautiful Christmas cake were enjoyed by all the staff.

Congratulations to the father to be! Grade 6 teacher Mr.
Parthi Kandavel will be on paternity leave for year 2022.
Students gave him a surprise party and wrote poems
and letters of appreciation. Ms. Ketaki Mavinkurve OCT
will teach the class from January to June.

Thank You! from all the staff of the Sathya Sai School

Photography Workshop for
Grade 8
Over the years, Mr. Dev Taneja has been volunteering
his photographic skills at Sathya Sai School. His passion
for the art of photography has increased year after year,
and he would now like to plant seeds of interest in
photography amongst our grade 8 students.
Beginning in January, he will be hosting a Photography
Workshop on Zoom, to give students helpful pointers
and exercises, and hope that their interest in
photography will be sparked, and then continue to grow
over the years. (photos courtesy of Dev Taneja)
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Totem Poles
By Mrs. Foram Vora, Grade 4 Teacher
Totem poles are the most iconic and recognizable symbol of many Native American and Canadian First Nations
groups in the Pacific Northwest of the U.S. and British Columbia, Canada. Students explored the beautiful art of
making Totem poles while studying Canada's regions as a part of the Social Studies unit. Each student created his/her
personal totem pole where they thoughtfully chose animals that represent and match qualities of their family
members and creatively wove a story of interdependence that makes their family unique.

The Story of My Totem Pole
This is the totem pole story for the Bhardwaj family. The
order in which the totems are placed tells the fish
(bottom), giving up his life as food for the penguin, who
shares the food with lion (believed), the leftover meat
is for the eagle. In my family, I chose these animals for
us because my mom is like the fish, very graceful and
quick to change someone’s mind. I am like the penguin;
I always give a hug to my mom before school, which
shows I am loving. I am always playing with my brother
silly games and tricks. Therefore, I am loving and playful
just like a penguin. For my brother I chose the lion
because he completed our family and is very energetic.
Lastly, the eagle represents my father, who is strong and
intelligent. He prays and connects our family to God. In
our everyday lives, my mom connects us all and helps
with everything around the house. I help my brother
with his homework and chores. My brother helps my
dad do yardwork. My dad helps us all. I  my family!!!!!!
~Aarav
I chose in this particular order because my dad is the
foundation, my mom cooks and helps him. My brother
helps my mom and I help my brother. I chose these
animals because: My dad is a dolphin because dolphins
are the family leaders and so is he. My mom a flamingo
because flamingos help and support others. My brother
is a fox because he is fast and agile. I’m a horse cause
we both like adventures. A lot of times we do fight, but
in the end, we are there for each other at all times!
~Shruti
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Founder Chancellor Sri
Sathya Sai Baba to Students
True education results in humility and equal
mindedness
True education consists of cultivating humility and
removing the ego. True education does not bring
arrogance. Education brings humility in its wake, and all
educated people look at everyone else with humility
and equal-mindedness….
You go and join schools, colleges, and universities for
the purpose of getting education. Do not think that the
education which you should get is confined only to the
colleges or schools. Education should be got from all the
world over. It can be got from a workshop. It can be got
from a farm. It can be got from a profession or trade.
Even moving in the market can give you education. All
aspects of life can impart education. You must regard
the world itself as a big university. From the time you
get up from your bed till the time you go to sleep again,
you are using your education for earning the pittance of
a livelihood. If you cannot use your education to be near
the feet of the Lord, what is the purpose of all this
knowledge? You must have God in your heart and
recognise all living beings as equal.
- Sathya Sai Baba, Summer Showers in Brindavan 1973,
pp. 230-231

Human Value for Nov/Dec

PEACE

PEACE
Humility

Mindfulness

Gratitude

Patience

“3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, 4 not looking to
your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others.”
~ PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4
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Heritage Month: Season’s Greetings

Best Wishes for the New Year from Staff and Volunteers
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Multi-Faith Festivals
around the world
Jan 1

Uniform Note

Oshogatsu (Shinto)

Due to health and safety concerns, as well as
shortages in supply chains worldwide, the Sathya
Sai School uniform has been temporarily modified
and the order form has been emailed to parents.

Jan 6

Epiphany (Christian)
Jan 9

Guru Gobind Singh Jayanti

(Sikh)

Jan 10

Important Dates:
December 2021

Mahayana Bodhi Day (Buddhist)

Dec 20 Winter Vacation (No School)
- Jan 3

Jan 14

Jan 4-7 School reopens Online only

Maghi - Lohri (Sikh)

Jan 10 In-class & Online learning restarts

Jan 16

Jan 21 Report Card Making Day
(No School for students)

Tu B’Shevat (Jewish)
Jan 16

World Religion Day (Baha’i)
Jan 18

Mahayana New Year (Buddhist)
Jan 24

Sadeh (Zoroastrian)

Dear Parents/Guardians,
New
Covid
guidelines may change the reopening
Dear
Parents/Guardians,
ofNew
school
datesguidelines
given above.may
You will
be notified
Covid
change
the
by email of any updates.
reopening of school dates given above.
You will be notified by email of any
updates.

Yours truly,
Ms. Recht, Office Admin.
Dr. Revathi, Principal
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